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This book is dedicated to the martyrs of ñ¢AMćRIAò Battalion 

that fought side by side with the Greek communist partisans of 

EAM-ELAS against the Italian and German invaders. 
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FOREWORD 

 

 

 I began writing this book in the period of 2008-2016, 

collecting the materials little by little. It has been quite difficult to 

find original photographs and a few newspapers in the Greek 

language of the period that this book focuses on. The Greek state 

with its governmental structures has for about 70 years fed the 

internal and external audience with false books and articles about 

what has actually happened in the years 1936-1945 in regard to 

the Albanian minority in Chameria ï Southern Epirus. There are 

many photographs that have been intentionally misinterpreted by 

Greek historians and publicists regarding the unfounded 

accusation about the collaboration of the Chams with the 

Germans. After many years of hard work, I succeeded in finding 

the truth about those photographs that the Greeks claim to be the 

collaboration of Chams with the German Army. I believe that my 

several yearsô work to publish this book would be rightly 

appreciated by the readers and critics. There has never been a 

collective cooperation of the Cham population with the Italian and 

German invader. The aim of the Greek genocide has been the 

purging of the Muslim Albanians from Chameria ï Southern 

Epirus, the looting of their property and the placement of the 

orthodox refugees who have migrated over time from Asia Minor.    

 During the displacement operation of the Ioannina Jews to 

the concentration camps and their extirpation, the Germans in 

cooperation with the Greek constabulary displaced tens of anti-

fascist Chams. This shows clearly that the Albanians of Chameria 

were on the side of the Greek partisans.  
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 The conservation by the Greek state of the houses and 

private land, whose true owners are the Albanians, shows clearly 

that the ethnic cleansing of Chameria from the Albanian element 

was based on an unfounded accusation with a political background 

about the Chamsô collaboration with the Germans.  

 Without resolution of such a delicate issue of the Chams, 

there cannot be good neighbourly relations or sincere friendship 

between the Greeks and Albanians, whose ties of interests bound 

them more than they separate them.    

 I think that objective, scientific evaluation of the 

phenomena and facts I present and analyse should come before the 

passion; therefore, I will publish original photographs that clearly 

show the cooperation of the Greek state and high-ranking 

clergymen of the Autocephalous Greek Orthodox Church with the 

Italian and German invaders.  

A true history is not one that is written in part true and in 

part false. A true history is one that is written on basis of true 

documents, regardless of their inconvenience.   

I thank the benefactor Hysni Omer Idrizi from Margellici 

for his financial support to publish this book in commemoration of 

his ancestors in Chameria.  
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ABSTRACT 

 

 

The purpose of this book is to briefly bring forward 

aspects and historical documents from the period of the Greek 

Prime-Minister Ioannis Metaxas (1936-1941) to the Greek 

Genocide against the Albanian population (1944-1945). It brings 

to light the truth that Chams had never collectively cooperated 

with Italian and German Armies. There were individuals who 

cooperated with those invaders, but an entire nation could not be a 

massacre for a few individuals who had in the past served various 

invaders to preserve the wealth and privileges. We will bring facts 

that sons of Chameria were enlisted in the Greek communist army 

EAM-ELAS and many of them fell martyrs for the freedom of 

Greece in their trust of brotherly coexistence of the two nations. 

We will scientifically prove those who officially collaborated with 

Italian and German invaders.   

The book contains facts from Greek archives, 90% of our 

bibliography has relied on newspapers, magazines and books of 

Greek authors. There are also included facsimiles of newspapers 

from 1942, where we read articles about the collaboration of 

Napoleon Zervas and EDES with the German Army, facsimiles 

published in recent years by the CIA about the collaboration of 

several Greek personalities who later became the central figures of 

the political life in Greece as is the former president Constantine 

Karamanlis, etc. 

This book contains dozens of photographs of the 1936-

1944 period, indicating the installation of fascism and Nazism in 

Greece by the government of Ioannis Metaxas, photographs of the 
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agreement for the peaceful unconditional surrender of Greek 

Army in April 1941 to the German Army. There are remarkable 

facts of Greek clergymen, Archbishops and Bishops who dropped 

their religious robes and wore military uniforms of EDES Army, 

taking part directly in the massacres against the defenceless 

Albanian population in Chameria. One example was Archbishop 

Spyridon Vlachos who participated in the annexation of southern 

Albania by the Greek Army in 1914 and his key role in the 

peaceful surrender of the Greek Army to the German Army in 

April 1941. Two senior members of the Greek Orthodox Church, 

Bishop of Paramythia Dhorotheos and Archbishop Seraphim, 

participated in the Greek genocide against Cham population. 

Those facts are endorsed both by photographs of that time and 

found in this book and by statements made by the Greek clergy 

over many years. There are original photographs that Greek 

historians have deliberately misrepresented to the reader over the 

years as if the Cham Albanians were in collaboration with the 

German Nazis, but the truth of those photographs is quite 

different. 

This book is useful to both general readers, who will learn 

things that very few historians, scholars and publicists say, and to 

academicians as a guide to draw the truth of Greek Genocide 

against Albanians in Chameria out of the dust of oblivion. It is a 

book that is written neither for political propaganda nor needs 

throwing mud to the Greek people or their personalities, but to tell 

the truth that humanity to learn without emotional influences and 

political interests.  

The Cham question is not simply a matter of history and 

confiscated properties by the Greek laws. It is primarily political 

because Greek state brutality and racism commenced against 

Albanians since 1913 in Chameria in South Epirus. There were 

several violent ousters of Cham Albanians: in 1913, 1922-1923, 

1936-1938 and the most tragic one in 1944-1945. The Albanian 

Parliament recognized by Resolution on 4 April 2004 (published 

in the Official Bulletin in 2013) those massacres and expulsion 
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called it ñthe Greek genocide against the Albanian population in 

Chameria during 1944-1945ò. 

A fast and peaceful resolution of the Cham question will 

relieve Greeks from anxiety from a tragic clash with Albanians. 

From many years now, Greece lives with the tension that one day 

Albania will attack Greece to recover Chameria. And if Greece 

was right to expel Albanians from Chameria, why does it live with 

the anxiety of a war between two countries? Greeks, being aware 

that they massacred, robbed and expulsed Albanians from 

Chameria wrongfully, without any actual proof that they were 

German collaborators, will always have an anxiety in their souls, a 

concern for the sin committed against the Chams. Since Greeks 

show of being great believers where church and state are 

inseparable, then May God have mercy for Greece and Greeks for 

the sins they committed.  

A peaceful solution of the Cham question will start when 

Greece will firstly abolish the Law of War with Albania, then 

allow Chams in organized groups to visit the graves of their 

ancestors, dilapidated houses, then undertake serious steps that 

will have a positive impact on the psychology of trust among the 

two nations. These actions are not actually impossible if there is a 

true will among the political classes of two countries for peace and 

friendship by saying and defending the truth. The truth that should 

be spoken together, Greeks and Albanians, if we want good 

neighbourly relations, if we want a peaceful and secure future. 

Without resolution of Cham question there will never be 

friendship and sincere neighbourly relations between the two 

nations. No one knows the future and the beginning of the century 

XXI reveals that there are more Albanians than Greeks in 

Southeast Europe.  
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INTRODUCTION  

 

 

 In todayôs Greece, Albanians are known by the names of 

Arvanites and allvanos. They have since the ancient times dwelled 

and still are in the areas of 1. Northern Greece: from Kastoria to 

the border with Turkey. 2. The heartland of Greece, Athens, Evia, 

Peloponnese, and the islands. 3. Southern Epirus with Ioannina at 

its centre. The Albanians of the Southern Epirus are generally 

known by the name Cham, but Albanians have lived and still live 

in Grevena, Konitsa, which are not part of the Chameria region. 

 Chameria is a region that lies on the western side of 

Epirus. Its main districts are Filiates, Igoumenitsa, Parga, Arta, 

Margellici, Paramythia, and Preveza. In the north, its borders 

extend all the way to the Delvina area, in the south it borders with 

the Arta bay (Preveza), in the west, it borders with the Ionian 

coastline, while in the east it borders with the Ioannina basin 

separated by the Mountains of Olichka and Llaka. It is a region 

abundant with fields, such as the field of Frari, or with soft hills 

suitable for olive and citrus cultivation1. 

The name ñChameriaò (Çamëria) derives from the ancient 

Illyrian name of the river Chamis, which flows across the territory 

of the ancient Illyrian tribe of Thesprotia. Chameria was part of 

the Roman Empire before being conquered by Byzantium and in 

the century XIII, it became incorporated in the Despotate of 

Epirus. In the second half of the century XIV, it became part of 

the Albanian Despotate of Arta. After the Ottoman conquest, in 

                                                 
1 Hajredin Isufi, ÇAMËRIA, Tirana, 2006, page 1 
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the fifteenth century, it was first included in the Sanjak of Delvina 

and then in that of Ioannina. In the centuries XVII-XVIII, the 

majority of the Albanian population of northern Chameria, from 

Konispol to the river Griqi, was forcefully converted into a 

Muslim population, while those who lived in southern Greece and 

down to the Gulf of Preveza remained a Christians Orthodox 

population. Muslim Albanians of Epirus were constantly at odds 

with their Christian neighbours and favoured the Turkish 

Muslims, while benefited the best lands compared to Christian 

Orthodox Albanians with less fertile lands. The Epirus region has 

historically had ethnic conflicts. One visitor noted in late century 

XIX that ñéthe whole Tosk region has been under a strong 

influence of Greece and it was difficult to say whether Epirus is 

Greek or the north-western Greece is Albanian. Although a 

spoken language is the southern Albanian dialect, all understand 

the Greek languageò2. 

The Greeks invaded Chameria stage by stage. In June 

1881, Greeks took the city of Arta and slowly began to expel the 

Muslim Albanians and assimilating the Christian Orthodox 

Albanians. The Greek Army took over Preveza in October 1912 

and Ioannina on 21 February 1913. Thus, Greece took over the 

main centres of Chameria while Albania was left only with 

Konispol and Delvina. 

Chameria fell under Greek occupation after the Greek 

Army replaced Ottoman Army on 21 February 1912. The Cham 

population at that time consisted of approximately 40ô000 

Muslims and 30ô000 Christians Albanians. They spoke and still 

speak Albanian and practice Albanian customs. They are spread 

across Frar, Paramythia, and the coastline, from Parga to the 

Albanian border3. 

                                                 
2
Miranda Vickres, ñKOHA JONćò gazette, Tirana, 17 December, 2002, 

page 11 
3
Gazette, SHQIP, 8 April, 2007 
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In 1913, the second expulsion of Cham Albanians took 

place, after their first one in the first half of 1881, when Greeks 

took over Arta. There is available almost no information about 

those two expulsions of Albanians since the Greek state and 

international registrants had constantly registered the population 

based on religion (Muslim-Turkish and Orthodox-Greek) and not 

based on nationality. 

The third expulsion of Albanians from Chameria started 

after the signing of the Lausanne Agreement in 1923, where many 

Albanians from Chameria were forcefully exchanged with 

Christian Orthodox population from Asia Minor who settled in 

Greece.  

 The expulsed Albanians through the process of 

ñreligiously exchangeable populationsò between Greece and 

Turkey in 1923 settled mainly in Izmir, Turkey. During my 

research, I was able to find only a single picture depicting 

Albanians as they go aboard (a ship) from the port of Igoumenitsa 

to Turkey. The calamity of nominating the Muslim Albanian 

population in Chameria as ñexchangeable Turksò caused strong 

reactions in Albania. 

 On 17 December 1923 Blinishti, the Head of the 

Permanent Albanian Secretariat accredited in Geneva, stated 

before the Council of the League of Nations that the property of 

Albanian Muslims had been seized, the harvest had been 

requisitioned, they were forbidden to sow their grain or to sell or 

rent their assets. To complete their seizure, the Greek refugees 

were placed in their homes and their right to vote for Albanian 

Muslims was taken away. Thereby, the Council of the League of 

Nations decided to draw the attention of the Joint Committee 

concerning the exchange of Greek and Turkish populations, 

asking it to hear any evidence that the Albanian government might 

wish to present to it. 

 The Greek state was eager to get rid of Muslim Albanians 

within their borders and assimilating Christian Orthodox 

Albanians to a certain degree in order to silence the claims of 
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Albania over the territory that Greece had occupied in 1913. 

Turkey, which had supported the exchange, was eager to revive its 

population reduced by the WWI and war with Greece. Hence it 

wasnôt expected from Turkey to refuse the Muslims. Moreover, 

the property they left behind became an asset that it negotiated 

with Greece4. 

 The problem of Albaniansô migration from Chameria and 

other areas in Greece to Turkey as an exchangeable population 

forced the Prime Minister of Greece Theodhoros Pangalos to 

make a formal statement before the League of Nations in March 

1926 by which Greece recognized the Albanian minority in 

Greece and no longer called them Mohammedan Albanians who 

lived in its territory as Turkish population. Among other things he 

stated were: ñThe independence and the status quo of Albania are 

of great interest to Greece because its policy is a basis for 

maintaining peace in the Balkans ... The thesis we held until today 

that the Albanian Orthodox are Greek is wrong and refuted by 

everyone. As it has declined and reached the point of exhaustion, I 

took the appropriate measures and scattered all Vorioepiriotes 

(north Epirus) associations since they empathized with the most 

extreme ends of this ill thoughtñ5. 

 The statement of Greek Prime Minister, General 

Theodhoros Pangalos, to exclude the Albanians from the action of 

exchanging the Muslim population in Greece and Christian 

Orthodox population of Asia Minor was crucial for the further 

development of friendship between Greece and Albania. Thus, the 

"Greek-Turkish" issue was afterward replaced with the focus on 

Greek-Albanian relations that influenced the future to a great 

extent. Years later, during the Greek incursions to Albania in 

August 1949, the former Prime Minister and President of Greece, 

                                                 
4
Joseph Swire, Shqipëria, Ngritja e një Mbretërie, Tirana, 2005,  

page 330-331 
5
Citation, Ilir Ushtelenca, Diplomacia e Mbretit ZOGU-I, Tirana, 1997,  

page 118 
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the retired General Theodoros Pangalos published an article on the 

newspaper "Acropolis" about the friendly relations between the 

two countries where he also mentioned the problem of Albanians 

in Chameria. 

In early July 1925, the relations with Albania were in 

crisis due to the Cham issue. The Albania's representative came to 

my office and informed me that the Greek authorities violently and 

with no regard for the agreement expel the Albanian residents of 

the area (Chameria, noted by A. Llalla) and send them across the 

sea to Asia Minor while responding to their objections by saying 

that they are exchangeable. 

I reviewed the relevant documents and was convinced that 

the declaration of the Greek Foreign Ministry was unfounded 

since the Lausanne Agreement stipulated clearly that the Albanian 

Mohammedans of Epirus were considered a minority and not an 

exchangeable population, as were the Thrace Turks, etc. For a 

more thorough explanation of the issue, I called our ambassador in 

London, Kaklamonos, who had represented Greece during the 

drafting of the Lausanne Treaty, and he replied without hesitation 

that Chams are not exchangeable and therefore the decision of the 

Foreign Ministry was unfounded. 

I immediately called the competent director and he said 

something that left me open-mouthed: "Formally the Albanians 

are right, but the emergent reasons and our national goal oblige 

us to expel Albanians in order to empty their villages so that we 

can settle our homogeneous refugees who have come from Asia 

Minor. It is not worthy to worry about some 5-6 thousand Palo-

Albanians (bad Albanians, noted by A. Llalla), Mr. President ". 

 - I could barely restrain myself from kicking out the 

diplomat. Meanwhile, according to reports from police 

authorities, a real drama was taking place in Epirus; weeping 

villagers were separated from the homes where they were born 

and where they had lived for centuries and were embarked in 

ships which would take them to Asia Minor. I ordered them to 

disembark and return freely to their villages. 
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The Albanians, like all underdeveloped nations, have 

serious weaknesses, but they also have excellent virtues. This fact 

was the reason that enabled our two countries to establish such 

cordial relations, which as we shall see would take almost the 

form of a confederation. King Ahmet Zogu, through a warm letter, 

expressed his gratitude, saying that he will never forget it. Indeed, 

until the day of his departure from the throne, whenever an 

Albanian representative would come to Greece, on Zoguôs order, 

he would also come to my house and bring along the greetings of 

the King, calling me in Albanian "Big Brother". And back then I 

was simply a demobilized general. This is what in Albanian is 

called "BESA". 

If we take a quick look at the map of the Balkans, itôs 

sufficient to understand the strategic importance of Albania. For 

Greece, a friend and ally like Albania constitute a great natural 

shield against any attack from the North....6 

Regarding of the period before 1928, few reliable data are 

provided only by the Convention Concerning the Exchange of 

Populations, whose members made a trip across Epirus in June 

1928. According to those data, the Muslim Albanian population in 

Epirus at that time was about 20ô160 inhabitants, who lived in 63 

towns and villages. Until that date, the competent Fourteen 

Subcommittee of Epirus, which was in charge of the exchange of 

populations, had declared a total of 2993 exchanged Muslim 

Albanians from Epirus, who had abandoned the Greek state and 

relocated in Turkey. These are the first available data about the 

Albanian Muslims of Epirus, which, as it turns out from the 

following evidence, seem to be close to reality. In accordance with 

the results of the 15-16 May 1928 census, in Epirus lived a total of 

312ô634 inhabitants, 17ô008 Muslims speaking Albanian, who 

inevitably coincide with Cham population. Regarding the census 

of the population, there are also deviations in the categories of 

religion and language. Hence, in the table sorted by religion, 

                                                 
6
Gazeta Shqiptare, 12 August, 2007 
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Muslims of Epirus are 19ô244 citizens, but only 17ô029 confirmed 

that Albanian is their mother tongue. It is likely that the small 

deviation from the figure 17ô008, which is included in the 

summary table of population sorted by religion and language, is 

due to the fact that some of them declared the Albanian language 

as their mother tongue, but Greek as their spoken language, a 

difference encountered later as well, i.e. in the census of 19407. 

 The Greek stateôs violence used to expel Albanians from 

Chameria did not stop, but it took other forms manifested either 

by the seizure of property, beatings, imprisonment and murder. It 

culminated in 1944-1945 when forced evictions and collective 

massacres by military forces took place and were led by General 

Napoleon Zervas under the directives of the senior management of 

the Autocephalous Orthodox Church of Greece. 

 Massacres and collective expulsions of 1944-1945 were 

carried out under the pretext that Albanians collaborated with 

Germans, an accusation which was never confirmed. There is 

undeniable evidence that archbishops and metropolitans of the 

Orthodox Church of Greece are the direct participants and 

designers of the Greek genocide against Muslim Albanians in 

Chameria. Through the photographs of 1944-1945, it is proved 

that the Archbishop Seraphim and Metropolitan Dhorotheos have 

participated in the massacre of 27 June 1944 in Paramythia, 

dressed in the military uniform of the Zervas Army, EDES. There 

is evidence that prime ministers, ministers and MPs of Greece 

after 1980 had their families as wartime collaborators of the 

German Army and they were not convicted or exiled or their 

properties were not seized after 1945 as it happened with the 

Muslim Albanian of Chameria.  

 Precisely, the aim of this book is to bring forth documents 

of that time, which prove that Chams never cooperated 

collectively with the Italians and Germans. There have been 

individuals who had cooperated with those invaders, but an entire 

                                                 
7
Hajredin Isufi, ÇAMËRIA, Tirana, 2006, page 107 
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population cannot be massacred due to some individuals who had 

served various invaders in the past as well, in order to preserve 

their wealth and privileges. There is evidence that the lads of 

Chameria were on the side of the Greek partisan Army EAM-

ELAS. It will be revealed the truth about those who officially 

collaborated with the Italian and German invaders. Those facts 

have been extracted from the Greek archives, 90% of our 

bibliography will rely on newspapers, magazines, and books of 

Greek authors. By saying and defending the truth, the truth which 

we must utter altogether, Greeks and Albanians, as long as we 

want good neighbourly relations, as long as we want a peaceful 

future. Without a peaceful resolution of the Cham issue, we shall 

never have friendship and sincere neighbourly relations between 

the two nations. We do not know what surprises lie in the future, 

but the beginning of 21 century shows that in Southeast Europe 

there are more Albanians than Greeks. The Greek military 

strategists have always said that Greece should be more cautious 

of an attack coming from the North rather than from Albanians, 

who are a strong shield against that attack. When speaking of the 

North, these Greek generals allude to Slavs (Serbs, Slavic 

Macedonians) and Bulgarians. 
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CHAPTER I  

 

Nazi-fascist Greece of Ioannis Metaxas (1936-1941) 

 

 

 Since 1933, when the prime minister of Greece was 

Panagis Tsaldaris, the first signs of the Nazi ideology emerged. 

On 21 May 1933, in the parade held in Corfu, a Nazi swastika was 

seen on the royal flag of Greece. The image of the Greek flag with 

the swastika is depicted in a photograph of the time, behind which 

it is written: "People's Youth Organization of Corfu" (ȿŬɥəɐɠ 

ɃɟɔɎɜɤůɖɠ Ɂɏɤɜ ȾŮɟəɨɟŬɠ). That act for the Greek propaganda 

with the Nazi swastika was done just months after Adolf Hitler 

was elected Chancellor of Germany on 30 January 1933. 

After the elections of 26 January 1936, Eleftherios 

Venizelos though was the winner of the elections failed to form 

the government. Then King George II after the sudden death of 

the current Prime Minister Konstantinos Demertzis on 13 April 

1936 announced Ioannis Metaxas as the Prime Minister and 

Minister of Defence of Greece.  

 Once he took power, Ioannis Metaxas installed a fascist 

dictatorship known as "the 4th of August Regime 1936". That 

regime was characterized by a series of external fascist symbols. 

While serving to Hitler's Third Reich, Metaxas elaborated the 

notion of "Third Greek Civilization"1.  

 Students in school saluted with fascist gestures extending 

forward their hands, similar to the way Hitler was honoured. 

Fascist clothing of Mussolini regimeôs type, such as black shirts, 

became the official dress of students from primary school to 

university. The National Youth Organization (EON) was created 

by which Metaxas tried to institutionalize his power. Though it 

                                                 
1
Richard Clogg, Histori e Përmbledhur e Greqisë, Tirana, 2004, page 118 

https://www.google.com/search?biw=1366&bih=643&q=Konstantinos+Demertzis&spell=1&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiog4qBraPOAhUFMhoKHUyEDqwQvwUIGSgA
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lacked popular support, EON was nothing but a vague imitation of 

Hitlerôs Youth2. 

On 20 September 1936, the Minister of the Nazi 

propaganda of Germany Joseph Goebbels came to Athens and was 

received with high state honours. At the airport, the Mayor of 

Athens, Konstantinos Kotzias, received him. The next day, on 21 

September 1936, the German Minister of Propaganda Paul Joseph 

Goebbels met with Prime Minister Metaxas and they spent the 

whole day together. He made several visits to the Greek 

archaeological sites. On the morning of 28 September 1936, 

Joseph Goebbels and his wife returned to Germany after a very 

successful visit. Before leaving, Goebels left a check of 150ô000 

drachmas to the diplomat Dh. Vikella, as a form of gratitude for 

the Greek national security personnel who accompanied him 

during his stay in Greece3. 

By signing the agreement between Turkey and Greece on 

the 1-4 November 1913, Greece accepted to recognize the 

ownership rights of private persons with documents from the 

Ottoman State on agricultural real estates that were in Greece4. 

The Kingdom of Greece did not make efforts to enforce that 

agreement for real estates, but in 1913 and onwards it issued 

various laws to confiscate the Cham properties, hence violating 

the agreement. During the governance of Ioannis Metaxas 1936-

1941, many other laws were passed, thus taking away the 

ownership rights and assigning thereafter those properties to the 

Christian Orthodox refugees coming from Asia Minor. 

The government of the dictator Metaxas, on 4 August 

1936, with its nationalist policy, reinforced further the 

discriminatory measures towards the Muslim Albanians. He held 

                                                 
2
Ibidem 

3
www.news247.gr/eidiseis/politiki/mhxanh-toy-xronoy-otan-o-gkempels-

episkefthhke-sthn-athhna.2588601.html 
4
Ahmet Mehmeti, Çështja Çame në Kërkim të një Zgjidhjeje, Tirana, 2009, 

page 103 
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Chameria under a full surveillance. Considering that the capital of 

Chameria Filiates lays beyond the river Kalam and near the 

Greek-Albanian border, he gave priority to Igoumenitsa, making it 

the new capital of Chameria. The Metaxas government made 

those administrative changes because it did not treat the Chams as 

trustworthy citizens of the Hellenic state. There were Greek 

writers that noted with dismay the fascist revenge of Metaxas 

against the Cham Albanian minority and warned that it would 

bring tragic consequences not only for the Cham Muslims but for 

all Greece as well5. 

During the years 1939-1940, 2ô000 Cham lads were called 

to military service, but the government of Metaxas kept them in 

separate wards and in services that did not involve weapons 

because they were prejudiced. During the Italian-Greek war, the 

Albanian soldiers of Chameria who served in the Greek Army 

were not given weapons to fight the Italian occupiers but were 

used in the background as a labour force to build new bridges and 

roads6. 

Before the Italian fascist Army entered Greece, the Greek 

government launched a new campaign of massacres and heinous 

crimes against the Cham Albanian population. Two months before 

the Italian-Greek conflict, the Metaxas fascist government 

conducted an unprecedented act in the history of the world. All 

males from 16-70 years, over 5ô000 men, were detained, 

imprisoned and taken to the remote Aegean islands. That move 

was made based on the decision taken earlier in Igoumenitsa in a 

meeting presided over by the Bishop of Ioannina, Spyridon, and 

attended by the deputy-Mayor of Igoumenitsa George Vasilakos, 

the commander of Korafilaqia and other representatives of 

Chameriaôs Greeks7. 

                                                 
5
Hajredin Isufi, ÇAMËRIA, Tirana, 2006, page 121-122 

6
www.pashtriku.beepworld.de/nfokus.htm 

7
Shqiptarja.com, Tirana, 28, December, 2014 
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The period of Metaxas was marked by forced assimilation 

of minorities in Greece such as of Albanians, Bulgarians, Turks, 

Vlachs, so violating the Treaty of Lausanne. The 4th of August 

Regime of Metaxas tried to impose upon the minorities living in 

Greece the sole use of the Greek language in public and within 

their family circles. Thus, the Albanian, Jewish, Bulgarian, and 

Slavic Macedonian minorities became victims of the dictatorial 

regime of Metaxas. Thousands of people were imprisoned only 

because they did not belong to the Greek ethnicity. Three months 

after the death of Metaxas on 29 January 1941, those prisoners 

were handed over to the Italian and German invaders, and those 

invaders of Greece executed many of them.8 

The dictator Ioannis Metaxas built a regime where every 

opponent of his was jailed, tortured, and afterward trained to 

become a collaborator of the secret police. In the early days of the 

Metaxas regime, many leaders of the Greek Communist Party 

(KKE) were jailed; among them was Nikos Zachariadis, who was 

imprisoned in the notorious prison of Corfu. The regime closed 

down opposing newspapers and until 1938 there were detained 

nearly 600 senior communist leaders; in some way the Greek 

Communist Party no longer existed. Many communists sided with 

Metaxasô regime in order to escape imprisonment and torture. 

Two communist parliament members Michalis Tirimos and 

Manolis Manoleasa, after being imprisoned on the island of Corfu, 

accepted to be at the service of the secret service of the regime. 

Ioannis Metaxas called himself "Protos Agrotis" (First 

villager) and "Protos Ergatis" (First Worker), "Leader", "Father of 

the Nation", all for overestimating himself. His populist non-

plutocratic rhetoric, which certainly did not lack sincerity, rarely 

matched with the reality. He forced young people to enter the 

National Organization of Youth, which was intended as a 

mechanism to perpetuate his ideas after his death and purge his 

                                                 
8
Ɇˊɨɟɞɠ ȿɘɜŬɟŭɎŰɞɠ,ȽůŰɞɟɑŬ Űɖɠ ȷɜŰɑůŰŬůɖɠ 1940-45, Athens, 1979,  

page 58 
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frustration against the entire spectrum of "political class", in 

particular with a distinct abomination against the extreme left9. 

The ordinary people hated the figure of Prime Minister 

Metaxas. He could not rely on the wide support of the people for 

fascist and Nazi propaganda that he promoted. But he won the 

sympathy of Greeks only when on 28 October 1940 he said NO to 

the peaceful occupation of Greece by Mussoliniôs Italian Army. 

Ioannis Metaxas organized numerous voluntary military forces in 

the name of Greek patriotism for the liberation of Northern 

(Vorio) Epirus, thus fuelling the Greeksô feelings of national unity 

in their endeavours to defeat Italian Army. Within a short time, the 

Greek Army went all the way near Vlona. After the death of 

Metaxas, Greece was quickly occupied by German, Bulgarian and 

Italian forces, which divided it into three parts. 

At the onset of the Italian-Greek war, the Greek 

government ordered to isolate and arrest the key figures of Cham 

Albanians. The gendarmerie commander of Filiates, Zambeta and 

other commanders in Chameria received the command to arrest 

the noblest Albanian leaders in every centre of Chameria and 

every Muslim village10. 

That action of Metaxas was another serious error, which 

was followed by other different and meaningless actions. The 

arrests of the Cham leaders began in Filiates and immediately 

followed throughout the region of Chameria. The first arrests of 

the Cham leaders were individuals who had declared their anti-

fascism since the beginning, such as Musa Demi, Shuap Metja, the 

Mufti of Filiates Mehmet Zeqirjai, Sako Braho, Samet Murati, 

Shaban Demi, Gali Xhaferi, all these from Filiates. Arrests also 

took place in Paramythia, Varfanj, Margëlliç, Igoumenitsa, Vole, 

Arpica Karbunara, etc11. 

                                                 
9
Richard Clogg, Histori e Përmbledhur e Greqisë, Tirana, 2004, page 119 

10
Citation, Hajredin Isufi, ÇAMËRIA, Tirana, 2006, page 126 

11
Ibidem, page 27 
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 The actions of Greeceôs government to the detriment of 

Cham Albanians have always found a cause by announcing an 

unfounded charge about Chams as being collaborators of the 

Italian Army and wanting to join Albania. While at the same time 

the Greek Army had conquered the whole Albanian south and 

gradually the Greek language was introduced in the administration 

of the cities of Korça, Pogradec, Gjinokastra, Tepelena, Përmet, 

and Saranda.  

On 10 November 1940, Greece declared war on Italy and 

Albania with the Greek royal decree-law 2636. That was a 

cunning move to Greece in order to seize the properties of Cham 

Albanians but also to drive them away from their lands forever. 

That royal decree was biased because Albania had more than a 

year under the occupation of Italy; its king Zog I was in exile and 

Italy had abolished the independence of Albania. In addition, 

Albanian government army units and volunteers had fought 

against the Italian invasion of Albania 7 April 1939. After the 

Italian invasion of Albania, the population resisted illegally 

against the invasion of Italy. 

 On 29 January 1941, the Prime Minister Ioannis Metaxas 

died and Alexandros Koryzisis sat in his place. After the invasion 

of Greece by German Army and following a chat with the king 

George II, the Prime Minister Alexandros Koryzis committed 

suicide at his home on 18 April 1941. Several days later, Greece 

signed its unconditional surrender and cooperation with Nazi 

Germany. 
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Greek youth parade in the Corfu Island with the Nazi flag of 

Germany, 21 May 1933 

 

 
Ioannis Metaxas and the Mayor of Athens, Kostas Kotzias, with Nazi 

Minister of Propaganda, Joseph Goebbels, September 1936, Athens 
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Ioannis Metaxas with Nazi Minister of Propaganda, Joseph Goebbels, 

September 1936, Athens 
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Mayor of Athens Kostas Kotzias, with moustache, with Nazi 

Minister of Propaganda Joseph Goebbels, September 1936, Athens 
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The tall man with moustache, Mayor of Athens, with the Nazi 

general officers, 1938, Germany 
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Greek soldiers, politicians, and high clerics saluting Ioannis Metaxas 

with the Hitlerôs Nazi salute, 1938, Athens 
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Greek children greeting with Nazi salute 
 

 
Members of the National Youth Organization saluting with the 

Hitler-Nazi salute (E.O.N), 1936, Kilkis 



The Greek collaborationists, designers and leaders of the genocide in Chameria 

 

 

33 

 
Leaders of the Municipality of Marg±lli of Metaxasô government in 

fascist uniforms, 1936, Margëlliç, Chameria 
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CHAPTER II  
 

The Greek Collaborationist Governments (1941-1944) 

 

 

After a counteroffensive of the Greek Army against Italian 

Army, the battles were mainly fought in the territory of Albania 

from November 1940 to April 1941. The senior officers of the 

Greek Army were of Vlach origin. On 20 April 1941, the Easter 

Sunday, the General of the Corps I, Panagiotis Demestichas, the 

general of the Corps II, Georgios Bakos, and the Metropolitan of 

Ioannina, Spyridon, who was a Vlach from Pogoni, signed their 

surrender and subsequent cooperation of the Epirus Greek Army 

to the German and Italian Armies. (Metropolitan of Ioannina, 

Spyridon, was an outrageous anti-Albanian. He was the Interior 

Minister in the government of a so-called the Northern Epirus 

Autonomy in 1914. In 1949-1956, the Metropolitan of Ioannina, 

Spyridon, became the Archbishop of Greece and known to public 

by the name Spyridon Vlachos nevertheless his family name was 

Sito). 

On 10 April 1941, the senior executives of the City of 

Alexandroupoli in Evros of the Greek Thrace sent a gratitude 

letter to Adolf Hitler in which they wrote: 

"To the Führer of the German people 

The entry of the German troops restored law and order in 

Greece. A letter addressed to the Führer of the German people by 

the popular Commission of Alexandroupoli (former Dedeagac), 

the capital of the Greek region of Evros, offers a special 

confirmation of this fact: 

"The people of Alexandroupoli, who are living now three 

days in the territory occupied by the glorious German troops, 

have gathered today voluntarily to express their heartfelt 

gratitude to your Excellency, as the Supreme Commander of the 

glorious German Army. They pledge that they will always give 
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testimony of their gratitude for the great civilization and true 

cavalry expressed by the courageous occupation troops to the 

population. Life, honour, property, the national customs, and 

traditions have remained untouched. The above is proved by the 

fact that in this respect everything continues to run as before.  

Alexandroupoli, 10 April 1941 

Alexandroupoli Peopleôs Committee wants to convey to 

your Excellency its admiration and gratitude. Metropolitan 

Pataron Meletios, President Anas. Pentzos, Members: Nik. 

Stiropoulos, Konst. Saridis Secretary General, Manganaris ". 

In May 1941, the Metropolitan Pataron Meletios and the 

mayor of Alexandroupoli honoured the German troops. 

Once surrendering the Greek Army of Epirus and of Greek 

Macedonia, the Greek generals with Vlach origin gained 

privileges of ministerial-levels during the governments of 1941-

1944. On 29 April 1941, the Chief of Staff of the German Army 

High Command Alfred Jodl and General Alberto Ferrero, Chief of 

Staff of the Italian Army in Albania, appointed Greek Prime 

Minister Georgios Tsolakoglou, who had a Vlach origin. After 

being assigned as Prime Minister, Georgios Tsolakoglou 

appointed General Panagiotis Demestichas, who was a Vlach, as 

Interior Minister and another top military officer, Theodore 

Saranti, also a Vlach, as Mayor of Trikala. General 

Georgios Tsolakoglou was Prime Minister from 30 December 

1941 to 2 April 1942. On 2 December 1942, Konstantinos 

Logothetopulos became Prime Minister and remained in office 

until 7 April 1943, when he was removed for incompetence. 

 In April 1943, Ioannis Rallis became the Prime Minister of 

Greece, who created the "Security Battalions". Those battalions 

were formed under the Law 260/1943, Official Gazette 180 A, 

issued on 18 June 1943. Members of the "Security Battalions" and 

the Greek SS troops were individuals who hated communism. 

During the fascist governance of Metaxas (1936-1941), they were 

educated since in primary schools with the spirit of a pro-Nazi 

culture. Prime Minister Ioannis Rallis found support from the 
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military staff of General Theodoros Pangalos and the republicans 

of Eleftherios Venizelos for the formation of Security Battalions. 

Often, the troops of Security Battalions were more brutal 

with their Greek compatriots than the Germans were. There have 

been times when Germans Army units had released a suspected 

communist, and a few meters away the same man had been 

arrested and executed by members of Security Battalions. That 

police-military formation banned theatres in some cities, closed 

down cafes, and went so far as to burn the personal libraries in 

citizensô homes. 

There were Security Battalions in Athens, Tripoli, and 

Ioannina. They mainly operated in Central Greece (Agrinio and 

Nafpaktos), Peloponnese (Tripoli, Patras, Nafplio, Gytheio, 

Kalamata, Sparta, etc.), as well as in Athens, Evia, and 

occasionally in some regions of Thessaly.1 

Volunteer battalions operated in Katerini, Kozani, 

Giannitsa, Kilkis, Llaganas and Kryan Vrysi, while Police 

Battalions operated in Athens, Thessalonica, and Volos. 

Gendarmerie Battalions were also formed in Karditsa, Larissa, 

Lamia and Evia. 

On 27 November 1943, the Security Battalions raided 

hospitals in search of any communist who was being treated. They 

also raided the houses and were the source of many lootings to 

citizens. They hanged people in town centres in order to introduce 

fear and participated along with the Germans in hostage shooting 

of the arrested communists. 

The Security Battalions executed in retaliation for the 

killing of the German soldiers by the resistance forces. On 15 

March 1944 in Patras, 200 communists were executed under the 

supervision of the German forces; in the same month, 44 others 

were executed on the order of the Security Battalion of Kalamata2. 

                                                 
1
ɉɟɞɜɞɚɧɔɘɞ ɔŮɔɞɜɧŰɤɜ 1940-44, o p., Athens, page 518 

2
EəɗŮůɖ PIC, o.p., page 115 
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The Security Battalions were divided into two categories: 

a.) 9 Battalions totalling 57253 members founded and commanded 

by Prime Minister Rallis. b.) 22 battalions were independent units 

and consisted of 16ô6254members. Those were volunteers who 

were armed to fight against the communist EAM-ELAS, alongside 

the German Army, and were commanded by the SS General 

Lieutenant Walter Schimana. 

On 10 October 1943, the Greek gendarmerie troops were 

incorporated in the German SS troops, thus establishing the Greek 

SS troops. 

 According to the data corroborated also by photographs, it 

is claimed that in areas where the majority of the population was 

Slavic-Macedonian, like in Pella, Florina, and Kastoria, Ethnic 

Security Battalions were formed that belonged to that ethnic group 

and the number of recruits was approximately 2500-35005.  

 There are some photographs depicting the Security 

Battalions, the SS troops, and the EES Greek National Army, led 

by the senior Greek officer Pavlos Georgious, welcome with joy 

by the population in Krya Vrysi, Giannitsa, near Thessalonica. 

That day, the priest George Vallidhis accompanied the troops as 

well.6 

 Alcibiades Diamandi was proclaimed the Prince of the 

Pindus for the locations inhabited by the majority of Vlach 

population on the Pindus Mountains. He and Nikolaos Matusi 

along with the Vlachs of Larissa, and with the support of the 

Greek government, the German and Italian Armies, founded the 

Roman Military Legions, consisting of Greek Vlachs. They 

assumed that out of 140ô000 Vlachs who lived in Thessaly, about 

25% of them would join their legions so that the Pindus Vlachs 

                                                 
3
Citation, ɇɎůɞɠ ȾɤůŰɧˊɞɡɚɞɠ ȼ ŬɡŰɞɚɞɔɞəɟɘɛɏɜɖ ɛɜɐɛɖ ï ɇŬ ɇɎɔɛŬŰŬ 

ȷůűŬɚŮɑŬɠ əŬɘ ɖ ɛŮŰŬˊɞɚŮɛɘəɐ Ůɗɜɘəɞűɟɞůɨɜɖ, Athens, 2005, page 17 
4
ȺɚŮɡɗŮɟɞŰɡˊɑŬ, Athens, 26, October, 2003 

5
ɇɎůɞɠ ȾɤůŰɧˊɞɡɚɞɠ ȼ ŬɡŰɞɚɞɔɞəɟɘɛɏɜɖ ɛɜɐɛɖïɇŬ ɇɎɔɛŬŰŬ ȷůűŬɚŮɑŬɠ əŬɘ 

ɖ ɛŮŰŬˊɞɚŮɛɘəɐ Ůɗɜɘəɞűɟɞůɨɜɖ, Athens, 2005, page 25 
6
www.konstantinosdavanelos.blogspot.gr/2009/05/o.html 
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could win their autonomy. According to Greek historians, in order 

to realize that project, they achieved to recruit after several 

attempts about 2000 ethnic Vlach soldiers, who were stationed in 

Larissa and Elassona. Nikolaos Matusi, a Vlach from Samarina 

became the Prime Minister of the Principality of Pindus and the 

Commander of the Vlach troops. The military uniform of the 

soldiers of the Legion was identical to that of the Italians. The 

Vlach military troops operated jointly with the Italian Army in 

Epirus and Greek Macedonia such as in Trikala, Elassona, 

Samarina, Grevena, Metsovo, Kalabaka, Larissa, Farsa. They 

terrorized the population, plundered their food and possessions. 

Several times, the Roman Legions of Vlachs were attacked by the 

Greek partisan troops of ELAS. 

 Greek books and newspapers have written that after the 

Greek genocide against the Albanian population in Chameria in 

June 1944 by the rightist EDES forces commanded by Napoleon 

Zervas, the National Albanian Council of Chameria (KSILIA) had 

operated in Chameria and consisted of 2500-32007 members. The 

information that there were 3000 Albanians with regular military 

formation was never confirmed. Also, there is no document 

indicating that Cham Albanians were members of the Security 

Battalions and Greek SS troops. Security Battalions did not exist 

in Chameria because the population there sided with communist 

partisan resistance. 

 The Provincial Council of Chameria, led by Nuri Dino and 

Mazar Dino, both operated under the surveillance of the fascist 

authorities of invasion and was not officially recognized by Italian 

Army. That undefined position allowed the possibility for 

manoeuvre and the Provincial Council of Chameria took 

                                                 
7
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advantage of it and tried to establish links with the Mediterranean 

Allied Headquarters8. 

 Vasil Krapsiti in his book "The Muslim Chams of 

Thesprotia" writes: "Mazar Dino was an agent of Italy and also of 

Turkey. He created the extensive network of espionage in 

Thesprotia with his frequent visits, - almost every year - in his 

land (Thesprotia), maintained close ties with a high rank network, 

moving according to his anti-Greek statements. With the start of 

the Italian occupation (May 1941), he was legitimately appointed 

as the supreme political leader of the Muslim Chams in 

Paramythia. He was the main cause of all evils against the Greek 

Christian population of Thesprotia during the period 1941-1944". 

 Here, we are dealing with Albanians who were in the 

service of other countries and not of Albania; this exonerates the 

Albanians from the stigma of Mazar Dinoôs actions against Greece 

and Greeks since he might have caused just as much damage to 

Albania and Albanians as he did to Greece. 

In the Greek, British, Italian and German archives there 

were not found any photographs or minutes of the years 1941-

1944 that depict the Cham Albanians in the uniform of the 

Security Battalions, with distinguished symbols of SS, or in the 

Italian uniforms. The EDES statements that Albanians in 

Chameria aligned with the SS troops were made after 1945, which 

is after the Albanians were expelled from Chameria and ELAS 

was defeated. The government forces, commanded by the interior 

minister Napoleon Zervas, persecuted the leftist forces of 

resistance. EDES made those claims at the time when the issue of 

Cham refugees who came to Albania was being condemned in 

international organizations as a violation of human rights and 

genocide. 

All those photos published after 1990, where the Greek 

historians and researchers present the Cham Albanians in German 

                                                 
8
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Tirana, May, 2014, page 77 



The Greek collaborationists, designers and leaders of the genocide in Chameria 

 

 

41 

and Italian uniforms are photomontaged9. It is sad and repulsive to 

read Greek historians, journalists, researchers who made ordinary 

photo modifications or other misinterpretations in order create a 

lie about something that has never existed. 

During the war of 1941-1944, the Cham Albanians were 

largely lining up with the communist forces of EAM-ELAS; these 

forces in Thesprotia clashed many times with the forces of EDES 

led by Napoleon Zervas. 

According to documented data, there were around 1000 

boys from Chameria enrolled to the Albanian and Greek 

communist armies. 68 Cham communist partisans of ELAS fell in 

battles10. 

The ELAS leader Athanasios Klaras, known as Aris 

Velouchiotis (1905-1945), ordered in October 1943 the capture of 

the leaders and the defeat of EDES in Thesprotia. The KKE 

politician and EAM officer Georgios Santos claimed that the 

cleansing campaign against EDES had to do with the rapid 

liberation of Epirus11. 

On 16 June 1945, Aris Velouchiotis along with Xhavela, 

whose real name was Janis Angeletos, committed suicide in order 

to avoid falling into the hands of EDES troops; their corpses were 

further desecrated and beheaded, displaying them initially in 

Trikala. Those kind of macabre massacres were committed only 

by the EDES formations commanded by Napoleon Zervas, who 

that year served as the Minister of Public Order12. Once Zervas 

identified the heads of Velouchiotis and Xhavela, he made them 

exposed at one of the streets of Athens. The irony of the fate of the 

two senior commandants of ELAS is that they once liberated the 

city of Trikala while later their severed heads were placed in the 

                                                 
9
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main square to be shown off to the people. Thus, the leader of the 

Greek communist Army ELAS, Athanasios Klaras, ended up 

massacred in 1945 by the forces of EDES that in June 1944 had 

massacred the defenseless Albanian population in Chameria. 

After the end of the war in Greece, the majority of the 

Security Battalions members and SS troops were not punished. 

They sided with EDES Army (Ⱥɗɜɘəɧɠ ȹɖɛɞəɟŬŰɘəɧɠ Ⱥɚɚɖɜɘəɧɠ 

ɆɨɜŭŮůɛɞɠ), the Greek National Republican League led by 

Napoleon Zervas against the communist forces EAM-ELAS. 

At the end of the German retreat from Greece in 

September-October 1944, about 8000 members of the Security 

Battalions were armed and ready to fight against the communist 

EAM-ELAS. In line with that action, the war against Greek 

communists during the German Army withdrawal included Greeks 

and Germans, and after the British military liaison missions (ML) 

known for their uncompromising anti-communist policy in 

Greece13. 

 In June 1945, the bulletin "Lefki Vivlos" of EAM 

published the names of 59 members and two months later the 

names of 117 former members of the Security Battalions enrolled 

in military school. While the next year the Foreign Office 

admitted that 228 members of the ex-Security Battalions were 

already officers in the Greek Army.14 

 In 1946-1949, Greece was engulfed by a civil war between 

the right governmental forces and the left forces of the Greek 

Democratic Army-DSE led by Markos Vafiadis. Obviously, that 

war ended with the victory of the governmental right wing forces 

assisted by USA and UK. The civil war of 1946-1949 became the 

cause for the cleansing of Northern Greece from Macedonian 

Slavs who were supporters of the National Democratic Army. 

                                                 
13

EPIRI I JUGUT, ÇAMËRIA, group of authors-Sami Repishi, Tirana, May, 

2014, page 67-68 
14

Citation, ɇɎůɞɠ ȾɤůŰɧˊɞɡɚɞɠ ȼ ŬɡŰɞɚɞɔɞəɟɘɛɏɜɖ ɛɜɐɛɖ ï ɇŬ ɇɎɔɛŬŰŬ 

ȷůűŬɚŮɑŬɠ əŬɘ ɖ ɛŮŰŬˊɞɚŮɛɘəɐ Ůɗɜɘəɞűɟɞůɨɜɖ, Athens, 2005, page 73 
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After the end of World War II, the Greek extremist right-wing 

formations took advantage of the situation and washed Greek 

citizens of non-Greek ethnicity out of Greece.  

  

25 March 1944, the Day of Shame for Greece 
 

Early in the morning of 25 March 1944, in a combined 

planned operation with the Greek gendarmerie, the Gestapo 

"cleared" the Jewish neighbourhoods of Ioannina. 1725 men, 

women, and children were embarked on trucks15. They were 

Ioannina Jews who had lived and worked for centuries in this city 

alongside Greeks, Albanians, Vlachs, Roma, etc. They were given 

only three hours to pack about 50 kg of household things that they 

would take with themselves. 

At 10:00 am, Jews boarded 80 trucks and headed to 

Trikala. The operation was considered successful as 95% of the 

arrested Jews were displaced. The Greek population, that was 

aware of the operation, stayed in the city streets, watching with 

silenced pleasure the displacement of Jews16. 

 During the operation of 25 March 1944, which aimed at 

the transfer of the Jews of Ioannina to the extermination camps in 

Austria and Germany, many Cham Albanians were also arrested 

that day and were sent to the camps along with their fellow Jewish 

citizens. 

 Nuri Emin Zane from Filiates was on 25 March 1944 in 

Ioannina at his daily work and was arrested by the German Army 

and Greek gendarmes to be displaced together with Jews. Initially, 

Nuri Zane was sent to Mauthausen-Gusen concentration camp in 

Austria and later to Dachau concentration camp in Germany. 

Other Cham Albanians who were sent to those camps together 

with the Jews were Hajri Fetau, Osman Zenel Taka, Mezan 

Jonuzi, etc. 

                                                 
15
ȼ ȾȷŪȼɀȺɅȽɁȼ, 6.03.2014 

16
www.epirusgate.blogspot.gr/2016/03/25-1944-72.html 
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 After the capitulation of Nazi Germany and the release of 

the prisoners from concentration camps, the interned Chams 

would experience an even greater tragedy ïthe massacring of their 

families by the EDES Army led by Napoleon Zervas and the 

Metropolitan of Paramythia Dhorotheos. 

 

The Collaborationist Prime Ministers 
 

Georgios Tsolakoglou was a Prime Minister who 

cooperated closely with the German Army from April 1941 to 

December 1942. He is one of the Greek Army generals who 

together with the Metropolitan of Ioannina surrendered the Greek 

Army Divisions unconditionally to the German Army. After the 

liberation, he was sentenced to death and afterward to life 

imprisonment. He died in May 1948 from leukaemia. His funeral 

was carried out by the Municipality of Athens and was buried with 

honours. 

Konstandinos Logothetopoulos was the Prime Minister 

of Greece who cooperated with the German Army from December 

1942 to April 1943. He was a pro-German and he viewed the 

German invasion of Greece not as an invasion but as a successful 

cooperation between the two countries. He was sentenced to life 

imprisonment in 1945 and was pardoned in 1951. He died in 1961. 

Ioannis Rallis was the Prime Minister of Greece from 

April 1943 to October 1944. He served diligently the German 

occupiers and established the Greek special security forces that 

functioned in parallel with the German SS troops. He was arrested 

after the German capitulation and was tried for high treason in 

February 1945 and died on 26 October 1946 in prison from 

pneumonia. His family was not expelled from Greece due to their 

collaboration with the German Army. His son Georgios Rallis 

became a politician and an MP in the early 1950s. He served as 

the Prime Minister of Greece from 1980 to 1981. 
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Greek soldiers hailing the arrival of the German Army, April 1941 
 

 
The high military officer Georgios Tsolakoglou is signing 

collaboration with the Germans on 21 April 1941. On 30 April 1941 

he was elected Prime Minister of Greece in Athens. 
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The Greek Senior officer Christos Kavrakos is surrendering Athens 

to the German Army. On 27 April 1941 he became their collaborator 

and was executed on 8 December 1944 by ELAS. In 1975, he was 

rehabilitated as a Greek patriot and one of the infantry officersô 

school and a street in the city of Trikalas today bear his name. 
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Greek officers with the General of the SS troops, April 1941 

 
German troops received with enthusiasm in the city of 

Alexandropouli by the Metropolitan Pataron Meletios and the Mayor, 

May 1941. 


